
Katherine Lee Bates,  
a professor of English 
literature at Wellesley
College, wrote the words  
to �America the Beautiful.�  
in the summer of 1893,  
upon her return from her �rst 
trip to the summit of Pike�s 
Peak. Sung to numerous 
tunes, �Materna� by
Samuel A. Ward is the best 
known. Like Bates, inspired 
by America�s beauty,  
Ward wrote the tune 
spontaneously after a day  
at the seashore. This is the 
fourth verse.
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AleXIs De TOcQUeVIlle

At 4,440 wORDs, OURs Is 
tHe sHORtest aND OlDest 
NatIONal cONstItUtION IN tHe 
wORlD.

ALL: We the People of the United States

in Order to form a more perfect Union

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense

promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and  
	 our Posterity

ALL: do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/alexisdeto390854.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
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Reverend Samuel Francis Smith 
wrote �America,� a patriotic song, 
at the request of his friend, Lowell 
Mason, to a melody Smith chose 
from Muzio Clementi�s Symphony 
No 3. First performed publicly on 
July 4th, 1831 in Boston, it was 
published in 1832.This is the third 
of four stanzas. Additional stanzas 
have been written by abolition-
ists and others. What would your 
stanza say?

What part of the Constitution or our government were you most grateful 

for in the past year?



http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights.html

